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is generally agreed that the problems arising out of it
are more happily solved in Switzerland than anywhere
else in the world. This again provides the federalists
with an argument against centralization, for they* claim
that the various racial groups of the Confederation live
harmoniously together because the small autonomous
units of administration give each of them ample self-
expression. A further extension of the central
authority over the cantons would, on the other hand,
in their view, create the aggrieved feelings entertained
by powerless minorities, would, that is to say,
create minority problems where none have existed
hitherto.
It has been seen that the mainly French- and Italian-
speaking cantons were put upon an equal footing with
the mainly German-speaking ones through the media-
tion of Napoleon at the beginning of the nineteenth
century. Thus the Cadmus, who did so much to sow
nationalistic dragons' teeth to breed men to bring
down political structures elsewhere, here created the
basis of a common political life for three different
national groups, which then provided themselves with
the equally necessary individual democratic rights
contained in the constitution of 1848. This was at a
time when German Liberalism was already about to be
seduced by nationalistic greed into the attempt to
force the Slavs of Bohemia and Moravia into a
German State which they utterly rejected.1 By
the time that German and Italian nationalism
had been able to establish themselves politically
in the 'seventies, the Swiss Federation had had
time to grow secure; helped by its mountainous
1 See my Czechs and Germans, Oxford University Press.   Chapter iii.